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Introduction to the 1966 Edition
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1. zﬁfﬂ%éﬂwfﬁw “book for pleasure reading”. Use of this term several times in the introduction un-
derlines the need (as real in many ways in 1966 as in 1942) to establish a new type of reading
material in Lao society. UsiaU is president (of an organization, not a country); aUENTLUENA is
“‘committee”. a1Ue by itself can also mean committee or section, division. égtaaﬂﬁ:ﬁ “‘which at
that time...”. ﬁumcagéﬂauaaﬁmmmmw “Ministry of News and Information.” taszua is often

translated as “to spread propaganda” but the term in Lao has none of the negative connotations of

the English term.

2. 2ousndu “were nothing less than...”; U2 “to serve”; Naowla “the future’: nJJJZﬁiuznﬂg “to
prepare the way”; céﬂéaaﬂuuﬂmensm “to begin the formation of a [sense of national] identity”.
3. 900V detective; NUOEOUNY “Ministry of Secret Police”. &N here means “for’. zjjmgij

“to avoid”. nzula “to follow”; SUSDS9® “that which is bad;” “bad things”. &uU99 “to react to”;

Judo “prescribed, stipulated”.
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4. fouga “discourse”; gauou “idiomatic”.
5. s99u9dNSNUUE “deputy chairperson”; Nego9 “ministry or department”; Sngadinau,
%aUnsmaeﬁmqaaéb “Education, Arts, Sports and Youth” (it's common in Southeast Asian

governments to group these three areas under one ministry).

Introduction Vocabulary
g19Ua introduction (Ja by itself means “to guide, to lead”)
Lcmlg to compose (a text or song)
fn used before other verbs to “formalize” them; §nwcy is “was written/
composed”
vagdanna  pen name
Suueaed literature
SzU9SN member (e.g. of an organization)
mjacﬁj about, concerning
el case (abstract)

(Goula “wake up call;” alert
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2905ud099 “the people,” populace, population. Note that the sec-
ond half of this term is pronounced “Guaztlsy”’

UL sin

989U teaching; words of wisdom

Jloo usefulness; benefit

Jo9Su people, population

2511 level (here it means social class)

weatesslodowau "name given by the King" (such names often
have meaning, as this one does: 8U§ is eagle, and QJfJGEZIZﬁ Chiang

Mai (city in northern Thailand, former capital of the Lanna Empire)
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